The Perfect Score Computer Preparation for the SAT

Reference Card

Hardware Requirements

One of the Apple Il family of microcomputers
48K
Single disk drive

Loading Instructions

1. Open the disk drive door.

2. Insertthe diskette you want to use. Note: This program contains double-sided
diskettes. The label of the side you want to use should face up.

3. Close the disk drive door.

4. Turnonthe computer and the monitor (or tv set). The title of the program, “The
Perfect Score,” will appear on the screen. From this point on, follow the simple
instructions on the screen.

Note: The diskette should remain in the disk drive as long as the programisin
use.
Upper/Lower Case Characters

If you have an Apple lle or lic, the program will automatically display upper- and
lower-case letters.

If you have an Apple |l or lIPlus with a lower-case adapter, you can get
lower-case letters by typing an asterisk (*) immediately after the last character in
your first name. (The program asks you to type your name when you begin
working on any of the SAT diskettes.)

Special Key Functions
For all diskettes:

Key Function

C Turns the clock on or off so that you can see how long it takes
you to answer questions. It works in the Learning Mode and the
Testing Mode.

Q Takes you to an “end-of-work” screen where you can quit

working or quickly start up another diskette.
CTRL RESET Restarts the diskette you're working on.

Program written in MicroMotion FORTH-79



For the test diskette only:

Key Function

CTRLB Takes you back to the previous question in a section.

Space bar Takes you to the next question in a section. It allows you to skip
questions or quickly preview all the questions.in a section.

CTRLL Takes you to the last unanswered question in a section.

CTRLN Takes you to the next unanswered question in a section. If

you've skipped some questions and want to go back later to
answer them, CTRL L and CTRL N will help you get there

quickly.

CTRLP Lets you pause, or stop the program if interruptions occur while
you're working. Press CTRL P again when you're ready to
continue.

ESC . Lets you exit early from a section of the test.

General Information

There are six double-sided diskettes in the package: 5 study diskettes and one
test diskette. Each study diskette focuses on a different type of SAT question:
antonyms, analogies, sentence completion, reading comprehension, and math.
The test diskette presents one sample SAT exam and one Test of Standard
Written English.

To answer questions on the computer, you use the arrow keys and RETURN.
Use the arrow keys to position the pointer on the screen next to your answer
choice. Then press RETURN. That's all there is to it.

Special Notation

In the math portion of the program, we have used special notation for several
math symbols because they cannot be easily reproduced on the computer.

Sq. rt. standsfor\/~ (square root). “5(sq. rt. of 3)” means 5V/3.
Pi stands for 7. “6 X pi” means 6 times , or 67 -
/ indicates division. “6/3” means 6 + 3.

Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 00022
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An Overview of the Program




This program is designed for anyone who is faced with taking the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) in the not-too-distant future. It will help you build
your skills in answering the various kinds of questions on the SAT. To
ensure that you will be fully prepared for the test, this program parallels
the SAT in both scope and sequence. To further prepare you for the exam,
this program includes a timed test disk that actually simulates the test-
taking experience. SAT preparation was never this easy — or this fun.

The Perfect Score consists of five study diskettes, a test diskette, and a
user's manual. There is one study disk for each of the four verbal
components of the SAT — Antonyms, Analogies, Sentence Completion,
and Reading Comprehension — and one for Math.

The basic format is essentially the same for all the study disks: it
consists of multiple-choice questions like those found on the SAT. Each
disk is divided into 10 Question Sets of 10 questions each, offering a total
of 100 questions per diskette. Each offers tutorials through the Learning
Mode and test-taking practice through the Testing Mode.

The test disk contains a sample SAT and a sample Test of Standard
Written English. Both exams give you practice under conditions like those
you will experience when you take the actual exam. The test diskette is
timed, just as the SAT is; you are only allowed 30 minutes for each section.
The questions are similar to those found on SAT exams.

This manual contains additional information on the SAT, test-taking
strategies, and Vocabulary and Math Review sections. Combined, the
manual and disks provide a comprehensive study package to help you
aim for that perfect score and college success.



Features
"“Preparing for the SAT" offers many important features:

Comprehensive coverage on diskette of each question type on the exam. The
manual also contains test-taking strategies, and Vocabulary and Math
Review sections.

Sample SAT and Test of Standard Written English that offer timed test-taking
practice.

Easy-to-use program design so that even inexperienced computer users can
use the diskettes with no training. All the information and instructions
needed appear right on the screen.

Flexible, self-paced learning that lets you study in the Learning Mode or
practice taking tests in the Testing Mode. Full explanations of incorrect
answers are also included.

Extensively field-tested products that high-school students have given their
stamp of approval.

Constructive feedback after all responses you make in the Learning Mode. After
correct answers, you'll get positive reinforcement and an option to see an
explanation of the answer. After incorrect answers, you'll get full, skill-
building explanations. Learning occurs after every response.

Randomization of questions and answer choices in the Learning Mode,
making the program different each time you run it.

Repeatable test situations in the Testing Mode, creating a true grading
standard.

Scorecards that give you your percentage of correct answers at the end of
each Question Set.

Built-in clock that keeps track of the time you take to answer questions. If
you wish, the clock will appear on the screen while you work. Even if you
choose not to see the clock as you work, the Scorecard at the end of the
Question Set will tell you the amount of time you spent.

Print-out capability that enables you to obtain printed copies of individual
Scorecards if you have a printer connected to your computer system.

Fail-safe programs that continue operating even if you press the wrong keys
on the keyboard.

Optional sound effects that add interest and excitement to the learning expe-
rience. However, in situations where these sound effects might be dis-
tracting to others, the sound can easily be turned off; the program can be
run without it.



Operating Modes

Each diskette, except for the SAT test diskette, is designed to operate in
two distinct modes: Learning and Testing. In each mode, you work with
one Question Set of 10 questions at a time.

Learning Mode

In the Learning Mode, the computer carries on a “dialogue” with you. Each
of your answers is followed by an appropriate response from the computer.
Learning occurs after every response, regardless of whether that response
is right or wrong. This mode helps you build your verbal and math skills
and helps improve your test-taking ability.

You have three chances to get the correct answer to each question.
Each time you answer a question, a message appears, letting you know
right away whether your answer is right or wrong. If your answer is correct,
you will get a reinforcing message and have the option to see why the
answer is correct.

If your answer is wrong, you learn why it is wrong and then get another
chance at the question. After two wrong answers, you get “help” — a hint
that helps you answer the question. And if your answer is wrong three
times in a row, the program supplies the right answer for you as well as an
explanation of why it is correct.

There is also a Key Word Review feature on the Antonyms and
Analogies diskettes and a Sentence Review feature on the Sentence
Completion diskette. After the computer supplies an explanation of the
correct answer, you have the option on the Antonyms and Analogies
diskettes to see the Key Words defined and used in a sentence. On the
Sentence Completion diskette, you have the option to see the Key
Sentence with a synonym filled in for the correct answer.

If you want to time yourself while you answer questions, press C. A clock
will appear on the screen to show you how much time you're takiﬁg. Press
C again if you want to clear the clock from the screen. The built-in clock
continues to keep track of the time regardless of whether the clock is dis-
played on the screen. You can make the clock appear and disappear as
often as you like during a Question Set.



Testing Mode

Each of the five study diskettes—Antonyms, Analogies, Sentence
Completion, Reading Comprehension, and Math—offers a Testing Mode in
addition to the Learning Mode. In the Testing Mode, the computer presents
you with a series of 10 questions and then grades your answers and
reports your score. In this mode, the program does not tell you whether
your answers are right or wrong until you finish the Question Set. At that
point, the program displays a Scorecard, which shows your score and the
time it took you to complete the set.

Then you have the option to see the questions you missed and to try
again to answer them correctly. If you do try again, you will receive
feedback after each response, as you do in the Learning Mode, to ensure
that you understand the correct answer.

If you want to work against the clock in the Testing Mode, press C, and a
clock will appear on the screen, showing you how much time you take to
answer questions. Press C again, and the clock will disappear.

As a general rule, you shculd try to complete a Question Set (10 ques-
tions) in math in about 10 minutes. Figure an average of one question per
minute of test time. For the Question Sets in the verbal categories, set a
goal of seven to eight minutes per set. However, it may take you longer
than that to complete a set of 10 reading comprehension questions
because you have to read the passages first.

During the test itself, you will have to answer questions at about this
pace in order to complete the different sections of the test within the 30-
minute time limit. If you find that you cannot complete a set within these
time limits, you may want to go back to the Learning Mode for more
practice.

Scorecard

At the end of each Question Set in the Learning and Testing Modes, a
Scorecard appears, giving you your score and the time it took you to
complete the set. In the Learning Mode, your Scorecard will also display
the number of questions you answered correctly on the first try, the second
try, and the third try. And it will keep track of the number of strikeouts, too —
that is, the questions that you missed three times in a row.



Scorecard Printouts

If you have a printer connected to your system, you can easily obtain a
hard-copy version of your Scorecards. This option is available in both the
Learning and Testing Modes.

At the end of each Question Set, this message is displayed:

YOU HAVE COMPLETED QUESTION SET NO. X.
PRESS SPACE BAR FOR YOUR SCORE.

If you want to receive a printout of your Scorecard, press “P” instead of
the space bar. This will put the computer in a “Print” mode. Full
instructions will then appear on the screen to guide you through the print-
out process.

If a printer is not available, simply follow the on-screen directions:
PRESS SPACE BAR FOR YOUR SCORE.
The computer will then display the Scorecard on the screen.



Understanding the SAT: What the Test Is all About




What Does the Test Cover?

The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) is a multiple-choice exam comprised of
math and verbal questions. The Test of Standard Written English (TSWE),
another multiple-choice test, and an Experimental section are given at the
same time that you take the SAT. Altogether, there are six 30-minute sec-
tions. In a typical test, these six sections might be presented as follows:

Section 1 Verbal

Section 2 Mathematics

Section 3 Test of Standard Written English
Section 4 Verbal

Section 5 Mathematics

Section 6 Experimental

Several different versions of the test are administered simultaneously. The
content in each of these versions is identical, but the order in which the
sections are presented varies from test booklet to booklet.

Of the six sections on the test, only four count toward your actual SAT
score. The ones that count are the two verbal sections and the two
mathematics sections. The Test of Standard Written English and the
Experimental section are not used for calculating your SAT score. The Test
of Standard Written English measures your ability to recognize clear and
grammatically correct writing. The score you receive on this section is
used by some colleges to place freshmen in appropriate English courses.
The Educational Testing Service (ETS) uses the Experimental section to
design questions for future SATs. When you take the test, though, you
won't know which section is the Experimental one.

The questions on the verbal portion of the test cover four different
categories:

Antonyms

Analogies

Sentence Completion
Reading Comprehension

The questions on the math portion of the test are divided into two
categories:

Standard Multiple-Choice
Quantitative Comparisons

Each of these question types is fully explained in other sections of this
manual. For a description of antonym questions and test-taking strategies,
for example, go to the Antonyms section and look under “How to Answer
Antonym Questions.”



What Does the Test Measure?

Most authorities agree that the SAT measures “developed verbal and
mathematical reasoning abilities.” Note the use of the word “developed.”
The test measures how well you have developed your vocabulary, for
example, but it does not necessarily indicate how much native verbal
ability you might have. Thus, the name of the exam — Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) — is a little misleading, since it is not a general aptitude or intel-
ligence test. Most experts believe, however, that SAT scores provide a
reasonably good indication of how well you will perform in college.

Does It Pay to Study for the SAT?

Since the test measures “developed” abilities, it seems reasonable to
assume that some type of study is helpful in preparing for the test. Most
authorities believe that the best type of study involves serious attention to
academic courses and lots of outside reading over a long period of time.
Unfortunately, that answer is not very helpful if you will be taking the test in
the near future.

Short-term study of the right sort can help, however. Through drill and
practice sessions on the computer with questions similar to those found on
the SAT, you can:

1. become familiar with the types of questions on the test.

2. gain confidence in your ability to handle test questions in a timed
situation.

3. sharpen your test-taking skills by becoming more aware of the
subtleties of many test questions.

4. develop strategies for selecting and rejecting possible answers for each
category of question on the test.

How Is the SAT Scored?

The scoring system is based on a “‘raw score.” You receive one raw score

point for each question answered correctly and no points for questions that
you leave blank. You lose one-fourth of a raw score point for each question

you get wrong.

The verbal portion of the test consists of 85 questions. Thus, the highest
possible verbal raw score is 85. The math portion of the test contains 60
questions. The highest possible raw score for math is 60.

A special formula is used to convert raw scores into scaled scores,
which range from 200 (the lowest) to 800 (the highest). The following
tables show the approximate relationship between these scores.



Verbal

Raw Score Scaled Score
0 200
5 220
10 250 “~N
15 290
20 320
25 350
30 390
35 420
40 450
45 480
50 520
55 550
60 580
65 620
70 660
75 700
80 740
85 800
Math 'ﬂ
Raw Score Scaled Score
0 250
5 290
10 330
15 370
20 420
25 460
30 510
35 -~ 560
40 610
45 650
50 700
55 740
60 800
As you can see, you can achieve excellent scores without answering every ﬂ

question correctly. In fact, a perfect score of 800 is unlikely.



General Test-Taking Strategies

You can improve your performance on the SAT — and reduce your
anxiety — by following the general strategies listed below. To see specific
strategies for answering each type of question — antonyms, analogies,
etc. — refer to the appropriate sections of this manual.

Understand the Directions for Each Type of Question Spend some time reading
the test instructions for each type of question. You should be very familiar
with them before you go in to take the test. The actual instructions that
appear on the SAT are printed in the appropriate sections of this manual
(in the Antonyms section, the Analogies section, etc.).

Answer the Easy Questions First The questions on the SAT are arranged in
sections. Easier questions are usually found at the beginning of a section,
while more difficult questions are usually placed toward the end. The only
exception to this is in the Reading Comprehension section, where the
questions are not arranged according to difficulty. However, the more
difficult reading passages are placed at the end of the section. Since you
get the same amount of credit for correctly answering an easy or a difficult
question, make sure you attempt the easier ones.

Skip Extremely Difficult Questions It can pay to skip extremely difficult
questions. Don't penalize yourself by leaving easy questions unanswered
simply because you have used up your time trying to answer the hard
ones. As far as scoring goes, it only matters whether your answer is right or
wrong, not how difficult the question is. You get one raw score point for
each correct answer. You can still score well on the test even if you skip a
few questions or answer a few incorrectly.

Make Educated Guesses |t doesn't pay to take wild or random guesses.
Remember that if you take a wild guess and get the answer wrong, you will
lose one-fourth of a raw score point. But if you skip a question, you don't
gain or lose any points.

On the other hand, if you can eliminate one or two answer choices as
being obviously incorrect, it is probably worthwhile to take an educated
guess. In the verbal portion of the SAT, for example, each question has five
answer choices. So, your chances of guessing the correct answer are one
out of five, or 20%. But if you can eliminate one answer choice as being
obviously wrong, your chances increase to 25% (one out of four). If you can
eliminate two choices, your chances improve to 333% (one out of three).

Mark Each Answer Clearly on Your Answer Sheet Make sure you fill in the blank
space next to your answer choice. If your mark is too light to be read by the

1
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scoring machine or if you have marked two answer choices, you won't get
credit for a correct answer.

Check Your Place on the Answer Sheet from Time to Time Make sure that you put
your answers in the right place. It sounds simple, but it is extremely
important. If your answers are off by one, for example — if you put your
answer to Question #2 in the place where the answer to Question #1
goes, and continue with that pattern throughout an entire section — you
may get the entire section marked wrong simply because your right
answers were put in the wrong places. Be especially careful about your
answer placement if you skip questions within a section.

Similarly, make sure you put your answers in the right section of the
answer sheet. If you are working on Section 4, for example, don't put your
answers in Section 5.

Use Your Time Wisely You have 30 minutes to work on each section of the
SAT. Work as quickly as you can to complete as many questions as possi-
ble. When the 30-minute period ends, you may not return to that part of the
test again to complete unanswered questions. Thus, it doesn't pay to
spend a lot of time trying to solve one question.

The verbal sections of the test contain 45 and 40 questions. So, the
average time you spend on each verbal question should be less than a
minute. Don’t assume, however, that you can answer the reading compre-
hension questions in that time period. Be sure to read each reading
passage carefully before answering questions about it.

The math sections of the test have 35 and 25 questions each. Although
some questions will take more time than others, the average time you
spend on a math question should be about one minute.



Antonyms
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Running the Antonyms Program

If you haven't already done so, load the Antonyms program into the
computer and select an operating mode — Learning or Testing. Choose a
Question Set and press RETURN. The first problem will appear on the
screen. (If you need instructions for loading the program and advancing to
this point, see the Reference Card at the beginning of the manual.)

Learning Mode

If all has gone well so far, you've selected a Question Set and pressed
RETURN. An SAT question is on the screen. Choose your answer using
the arrow keys and RETURN.

After you make your choice, the computer evaluates your answer and
offers a response, depending on whether your answer is right or wrong.
You get three chances, if you need them, to answer each question.

If you want to time yourself as you answer questions, press C. A clock
will appear on the screen. Press C again if you want to clear the clock from
the screen. The clock option is available whenever you want it. It keeps
track of the time regardless of whether the clock is displayed on the
screen. When the computer displays your score at the end of each
Question Set, it also tells you how much time you took to complete the set.

At the end of each Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. . Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” If you press the space bar, your Scorecard will appear, dis-
laying your name, the Question Set completed, the time taken to finish the
set, and your score. The Scorecard also shows the number of questions
you got right on the first, second, and third try.

If you have a printer attached to your system and want to receive a hard-
copy print-out of your Scorecard, press “P" instead of the space bar when
you see the above message, and follow the instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, press the space bar again, and this
question will appear, "Do you want to try another Question Set?” If you
decide to work on another set, press Y and follow the instructions on the
screen. If you decide not to try another set, press N. A goodbye message
will appear, and the program will automatically reset itself to the beginning.



Testing Mode

After you select a Question Set, the program generates the first question.
Choose your answer using the arrow keys and the RETURN key.

When you press RETURN, the program displays the second question.
Each question in the set is presented this way, without comment of any
kind. The computer tells you whether you're right or wrong only after you
complete the set — that is, after the tenth question.

If you want to work against the clock, press C, and a clock will appear on
the screen, showing you how much time you take to answer questions.
Press C again, and the clock will disappear.

At the end of the Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. . Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” Your Scorecard includes your name, the Question Set, your
score, and the time it took you to finish the set. If you have a printer and
want to have a hard-copy print-out of your Scorecard, press “P" instead of
the space bar when you see the above message and then follow the
instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, you have the option to review all the
questions that you missed and to try again to answer them correctly. (Of
course, if you get a perfect score of 100%, this option does not come up.)
If you decide to review the questions, you will receive feedback on each
response, as you do in the Learning Mode, to ensure that you understand
the correct answer.

At the end of this review, you have the option to try another Question Set
or quit working.

15
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How to Answer Antonym Questions on the SAT

An antonym is a word that means the opposite of another word. The
antonym questions on the SAT are designed to test the range of your
vocabulary. Each question consists of a key word and five answer choices.
Your task is to select the antonym — the answer choice that is most nearly
opposite in meaning to the key word. Here are the actual instructions for
this part of the exam, exactly as they have appeared on past SATs. Make
sure you fully understand them before going any further.

Directions: Each question below consists of a word in capital letters, followed
by five lettered words or phrases. Choose the word or phrase that is most
nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capital letters. Since some of the
questions require you to distinguish fine shades of meaning, consider all the
choices before deciding which is best.

It is important to remember that the correct word is not necessarily a
precise or exact opposite of the Key Word (in capital letters). Consider this
sample question:

FRUGAL:

(A) wealthy
(B) clumsy
(C) wasteful
(D) productive
(E) distant

First, try to define the key word. Frugal means thrifty. Now think of the
opposite. The opposite of being frugal is spending too much.

Only two of the answer choices, wealthy and wasteful, are real
possibilities. Wealthy means rich, which might be considered nearly
opposite at first glance. But wealthy and frugal are not antonyms. Wealthy
people may also be frugal, preferring to save rather than spend their
money. So, the best answer is “wasteful.”

Not all questions are as straightforward as the example above.
Consider a second example:

CONTINENT:

(A) nation

(B) unrestrained
(C) rational

(D) satirical

(E) shy
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You are familiar with the word “continent.” As a noun it refers to a large
land mass. But none of the answer choices seems to be an exact opposite.
“Nation” might appear to be a possibility. Nations, independent political
states with specific boundaries, are found on continents but are not the
opposite of continents.

Sometimes words have a second meaning — a meaning in addition to
the one you know. As an adjective, continent means being temperate or
having self-control. Of the choices, “unrestrained” is the best answer
because it is most nearly opposite in meaning to “continent.”

In order to answer antonym questions correctly, it is wise to follow a
logical, step-by-step procedure. Here is one that has worked well for many
students.

Step 1 Read the Key Word twice, slowly and carefully. Try to define the Key
Word. Then read all of the answer choices. Think: what is the opposite of
the Key Word? Select the one answer that seems the best — that is, the
one most nearly opposite in meaning to the Key Word.

Step 2 If you know the meaning of the Key Word but none of the answer
choices seems to be its opposite, stop and think for a moment. The Key
Word may have a second meaning. Reexamine all the answer choices to
see if any of them is the opposite of the Key Word's second meaning.

Step 3 If, after searching for a second meaning, you still cannot find an
antonym among the answer choices, check to see if one or two of the
choices can be eliminated. If so, it may pay to make an educated guess.

Step 4 If you have only a vague idea of the meaning of the Key Word, make

up a sentence that uses the Key Word. The sentence may help clarify the

Key Word's meaning for you. If so, read all the choices again until you find
the best answer.

Step 5 If you are totally unfamiliar with the Key Word, try to determine its
root. (The Vocabulary Review section in this manual defines many pre-
fixes, roots, and suffixes.) The word “pseudonym,” for example, means
false name. Its roots are “pseudo” (false) and “nym” (name).

If you can determine the root of the Key Word, it is probably worthwhile
to take a chance and answer the question. After you figure out the root of
the Key Word, look at the answer choices again. Select the one that is
most nearly opposite to the Key Word.

17
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Step 6 If, after trying Steps 1;5, you still don’t know what the Key Word
means, don't take a wild guess. Skip the question and move on.

Note: When you use the “Antonyms” diskette, you don't have the option to
skip questions, as you do on the actual test. The program has been
designed this way so that each question will be a learning experience.
Since each incorrect response is explained, wrong answers can actually
help increase your vocabulary, which in turn will help you answer antonym
questions on the SAT.



Analogies
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Running the Analogies Program

If you haven't already done so, load the Analogies program into the
computer and select an operating mode, Learning or Testing. Choose a
Question Set and press RETURN. The first problem will appear on the
screen. (If you need instructions for loading the program and advancing to
this point, see the Reference Card at the beginning of the manual.)

Learning Mode

You've selected a Question Set and pressed RETURN. An SAT question is
on the screen. Choose your answer using the arrow keys and RETURN.

After you make your choice, the computer evaluates your answer and
offers a response, depending on whether the answer is right or wrong. You
get three chances, if you need them, to answer each question.

If you want to time yourself as you work, press C. A clock will appear on
the screen. Press C again if you want to clear the clock from the screen.

At the end of each Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. . Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” If you press the space bar, your Scorecard will appear,
displaying your name, the Question Set completed, the time taken to finish
the set, and your score. The Scorecard also shows the number of
questions you got right on the first, second, and third try. If you have a
printer and want to receive a hard-copy print-out of your Scorecard, press
“P" instead of the space bar when you see the above message, and follow
the instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, press the space bar again, and this
question will appear, “Do you want to try another Question Set?" If you
decide to work on another set, press Y and follow the instructions on the
screen. If you decide not to try another set, press N. A goodbye message
will appear, and the program will automatically reset itself to the beginning.

D



Testing Mode

After you select a Question Set, the program generates the first question.
Choose your answer using the arrow keys and the RETURN key.

When you press RETURN, the program displays the second question.
Each question in the set is presented this way, without comment of any
kind. The computer tells you whether you're right or wrong only after you
complete the set— that is, after the tenth question.

The “clock” option is available in the Testing Mode just as it is in the
Learning Mode. If you press C, a clock will appear on the screen, showing
you how much time you take to answer questions. Press C again if you
want to clear the clock from the screen.

At the end of the Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. ____. Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” Your Scorecard includes your name, the Question Set, your
score, and the time it took you to finish the set. If you have a printer and
want to have a hard-copy print-out of your Scorecard, press “P" instead of
the space bar when you see the above message, and then follow the
instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, you have the option to review all the
questions that you missed and to try again to answer them correctly. (Of
course, if you get a perfect score of 100%, this option does not come up.) If
you decide to review the questions, you will receive feedback on each
response, as you do in the Learning Mode, to ensure that you understand
the correct answer.

At the end of this review, you have the option to try another Question Set
or quit working.

How to Answer Analogy Questions on the SAT

The analogy questions on the SAT are designed to test your skill in recog-
nizing word relationships. Each question consists of a pair of Key Words or
phrases and five answer choices; each answer choice consists of two
words or phrases. Your task is to find the word relationship that is parallel
to the one between the Key Words.

You are looking for an analogy — a similarity — between two pairs of
words, the Key Words and the two words in the correct answer. Here are
the instructions exactly as they have appeared on past SATs. Make sure
you understand them before going any further.
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Directions: Each question below consists of a related pair of words or phrases,
followed by five lettered pairs of words or phrases. Select the lettered pair that
best expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in the original pair.

It is important to remember that the correct answer does not necessarily
express exactly the same relationship as that expressed by the Key Words.
The trick is to select the pair of words (the answer choice) whose
relationship most closely resembles the one between the Key Words.
Consider this question:

MAESTRO: ORCHESTRA::
(A) violin: flute

(B) tuba: wind

(C) conductor: baton

(D) playing: musically
(E) principal: faculty

In analogy questions, the two Key Words are separated by a colon(:). The
colon means that the first word (“MAESTRO”) has a relationship to the
second word (“ORCHESTRA"). The two colons that appear after the
second word mean that these Key Words have a relationship that is similar
to the relationship between the two words in one of the answer choices.

To answer this or any other analogy question, it is helpful to follow a
logical, step-by-step approach. Here is one that has worked well for many
students.

Step 1 Read the Key Words twice, slowly and carefully. Think about what
the words mean. How is MAESTRO related to ORCHESTRA?

Step 2 If you know the meaning of the Key Words, construct a sentence
using both of the words. The sentence should express the relationship
between the two words. It must use the Key Words exactly as they are
presented. Define the relationship as precisely as possible because many
questions will require you to distinguish between several choices that are
fairly similar.

In the sample question, it is not enough for you to say, “MAESTRO and
ORCHESTRA are both musical terms.” Nor is it sufficient to say, “A
MAESTRO has something to do with an ORCHESTRA.” To be useful, your
sentence must specify the exact relationship between the words. You could
say, for example, “A MAESTRO leads, or conducts, an ORCHESTRA."”

Step 3 Plug every pair of words into your sentence to see which pair (which
answer choice) fits best. Don’t make a final decision about your answer
until you've tested all the choices.

)



Test sentence: “A violin leads or conducts a flute.”
Judgment: Doesn’t make sense.

Test sentence: “A tuba leads or conducts a wind.”
Judgment: Absurd.

Test sentence: “A conductor leads or conducts a baton.”
Judgment: Silly

Test sentence: “A playing leads or conducts a musically.”
Judgment: Doesn’t make sense. Another clue: these words don’t match the
Key Words in terms of parts of speech.

Test sentence: “A principal leads or conducts a faculty.”

Judgment: Not exact, perhaps, but the best choice of the lot. These two
words — principal and faculty — have the closest relationship to the one
expressed by the Key Words.

When you make your comparisons, remember that you're trying to find a
relationship between two pairs of words. Don't split up the pairs when
forming your test sentence. For example, don’'t compare the second Key
Word (ORCHESTRA) to the second word (faculty) of the last answer
choice. Don't say, “An orchestra plays music” as “a faculty teaches
students.” That will only confuse you. Keep both words of each pair
together.

Step 4 If you know the meaning of only one of the Key Words, you should
still try to construct a test sentence using both words. You may find that by
putting the words in the context of a sentence, you can clarify the meaning
of the unfamiliar word.

If you don’'t know what the Key Words mean but do know what part of
speech they are, you may be able to eliminate some of the answer choices
and improve your chances of making a successful guess. The pair of
words in the correct answer will always parallel the Key Words in their
parts of speech. If the Key Words have a noun/verb relationship — if the
Key Words are DOG:BARKS, for example — the words in the correct
answer choice will also have a noun/verb relationship, such as “cat:
meows.” The correct answer could not be “cat: stealthy,” for example,
because that is a noun/adjective relationship.

Step 5 If you have only a vague idea of what the Key Words mean, try to
decipher them by breaking them down into their prefixes, roots, and
suffixes. In the Vocabulary Review section of this manual you will find lists
of helpful prefixes, roots, and suffixes with their definitions. If you can figure
out the Key Words this way, then go ahead and construct your test
sentence and answer the question.
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Step 6 If after trying Steps 1-5 above, you still don't know what the Key
Words mean, you probably can't eliminate any of the answer choices. Skip
the question and move on. The odds of guessing correctly are against you
in this situation.

Note: When you use the “Analogies” diskette, you don't have the option to
skip questions, as you do on the actual test. The program has been
designed this way so that each question will be a learning experience
whether you get it right or wrong. Since each incorrect response is
explained, wrong answers can actually increase your vocabulary, which in
turn will help you answer analogy questions on the SAT.

~—
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Running the Sentence Completion Program

If you haven't already done so, load the Sentence Completion program into
the computer and select an operating mode — Learning or Testing.
Choose a Question Set and press RETURN. The first SAT question will
appear on the screen. (If you need instructions for loading the program and
advancing to this point, see the Reference Card at the beginning of this
manual.)

Learning Mode

If all has gone well so far, you've selected a Question Set and pressed
RETURN. An SAT question — the first one in the Question Set—is on
your monitor or tv screen. Now choose your answer using the arrow keys
and RETURN.

After you answer the question, the computer evaluates your answer and
offers a response, depending on whether the answer is right or wrong. You
get three chances to answer each question correctly.

You also have the option to time yourself as you answer questions. If you
press C, a clock will appear on the screen. If you want to make the clock
disappear, press C again. You can make the clock appear and disappear
as often as you like.

At the end of each Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. ____. Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” If you press the space bar, your Scorecard will appear, dis-
playing your name, the Question Set completed, the time taken to finish
the set, and your score. The Scorecard also shows the number of
questions you got right on the first, second, and third try. If you have a
printer and want to receive a hard-copy print-out of your Scorecard, press
“P" instead of the space bar when you see the above message, and follow
the instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, press the space bar again, and this
question will appear, “Do you want to try another Question Set?" If you
decide to work on another set, press Y and follow the instructions on the
screen. If you decide not to try another set, press N. A goodbye message
will appear, and the program will automatically reset itself to the beginning.
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Testing Mode

After you select a Question Set, the program generates the first question.
Choose your answer using the arrow keys and the RETURN key.

When you press RETURN, the program displays the second question.
Each question in the set is presented this way, without comment of any
kind. The computer tells you whether you're right or wrong only after you
complete the set —that is, after the tenth question.

If you want to see how much time you are taking to answer questions,
press C, and a clock will appear on the screen. If you want to make the
clock disappear, simply press C again.

At the end of the Question Set, you will see this message, “You have
completed Question Set No. ____. Press the space bar to see your
Scorecard.” Your Scorecard includes your name, the Question Set, your
score, and the time it took you to finish the set. If you have a printer and
want to have a hard-copy print-out of your Scorecard, press “P” instead of
the space bar when you see the above message, and then follow the
instructions on the screen.

After seeing your Scorecard, you have the option to review all the
questions that you missed and to try again to answer them correctly. (Of
course, if you get a perfect score of 100%, this option does not come up.)
If you decide to review the questions, you will receive feedback on each
response, as you do in the Learning Mode, to ensure that you understand
the correct answer.

At the end of this review, you can either try another Question Set or quit
working.

How to Answer Sentence Completion Questions

The sentence completion questions on the SAT are designed to test your
ability to recognize the relationship between different parts of a sentence.
The more clearly you understand this relationship, the easier it is to answer
the questions. These questions also measure your ability to put vocabulary
words into their proper context.

Each question consists of a sentence with one or two missing words,
and a list of five words or pairs of words (the answer choices). Your task is
to select the answer choice that best completes the sentence. On the
actual SAT, questions with one missing word and those with two missing
words are mixed within the same section. The instructions for sentence
completion questions are printed below exactly as they have appeared on
past SATs. Before going any further, make sure you read and understand
them.
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Directions: Each sentence below has one or two blanks, each blank indicating
that something has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are five lettered words
or sets of words. Choose the word or set of words that best fits the meaning of
the sentence as a whole.

To put it another way, the correct answer to any sentence completion
question is the one that causes the sentence to make the best possible
sense.

Consider this sample question:

We were concerned when we learned that Dr. Henderson, the world
famous microbiologist, had made an important __.

(A) discovery

(B) invention

(C) antibiotic

(D) microscope

(E) miscalculation

In order to answer this kind of question correctly, it is wise to follow a
logical procedure. This one has worked well for many students.

Step 1 Read the sentence twice. Do not even look at the answers until you
have done so. This step will help you avoid foolish, impulsive mistakes.

Step 2 As you read the sentence, try to get its general meaning clearly in
mind. Try to ignore (to the extent you can) the blanks in the sentence.
Concentrate on the words that are there.

When you first read the sentence in the sample question, you may feel a
“positive-sounding” word is needed to complete it. After all, the sentence
speaks of “Dr. Henderson, the world famous microbiologist” and states that
he “had made an important ___." It certainly sounds impressive. What
could be more natural than to assume that the missing word must be
something like “discovery” or “breakthrough” or “advance’?

If you read the sentence carefully, though, you will note the first three
words: “We were concerned. . . ." Since the word “concerned” means
worried or troubled, Dr. Henderson must have done something bad, not
good.

Step 3 Once you clearly understand the meaning of the sentence, choose a
word of your own to fill in the blank. (In questions with two missing words,
choose a word for each blank.) For this question, you might use the word
“mistake.” If so, the sentence would read: “We were concerned when we
learned that Dr. Henderson, the world famous microbiologist, had made an
important mistake.” This sentence makes sense and is grammatically
correct.
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Step 4 Once you have a good idea of the meaning of the missing word,
study the answer choices to see if you can find a synonym for the word you
have inserted. Looking at the answer choices in the sample question, you
can see that "discovery” and “invention” are wrong because they are
“positive” words. We are trying to find a “negative” word that is a synonym
for “mistake.”

The words “antibiotic” and “microscope’” are also wrong. They are
neither negative nor positive in tone; they are scientific terms put there to
lead careless students astray. Most importantly, neither of these words is a
synonym for “mistake.” In fact, “miscalculation” is the only answer choice
that has negative connotations. It may not be an exact synonym for the
word “mistake,” but it's the best choice here. So, it is the correct answer.

Step 5 Plug your answer into the sentence to ensure that it makes good
sense. If you insert “miscalculation” into the sentence in the sample
problem, you will see that the statement is logical and grammatically
correct. If you find that the sentence is not meaningful when your answer is
inserted, go back to the remaining choices and look again.

Step 6 If none of the answer choices seems to be a synonym for the word
you have plugged in, you have a problem. But don't give up yet. Try insert-
ing each answer choice, one at a time, into the sentence. See if any of
them causes the sentence to make sense, even if the sentence meaning
turns out to be different from what you thought it would be.

If you don’t know the meaning of any of the words in the answer choices,
try to decipher them by figuring out what their prefix, root, or suffix means.
(The Vocabulary Review section in this manual provides definitions for
many prefixes, roots, and suffixes.) If you can use this method to decide on
a final choice, go ahead and answer the question. There is a good chance
that you will be right.

Step 7 If you are working on a sentence that has two missing words, make
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